2024 Wasatch County Morning Book Club (Hooked on Books)
34 Thursday of the Month at 10:30-11:30 AM

January Discussion
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LIZA MUNDY

Recruited by the U.S. Army and Navy from small towns and elite colleges, more than ten thousand women served as
codebreakers during World War II. While their brothers and boyfriends took up arms, these women moved to
Washington and learned the meticulous work of code-breaking. Their efforts shortened the war, saved countless
lives, and gave them access to careers previously denied to them. A strict vow of secrecy nearly erased their efforts
from history; now, through dazzling research and interviews with surviving code girls, bestselling author Liza
Mundy brings to life this riveting and vital story of American courage, service, and scientific accomplishment.
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Nikki lives in cosmopolitan West London, where she tends bar at the local pub. The daughter of Indian immigrants,
she’s spent most of her twenty-odd years distancing herself from the traditional Sikh community of her childhood,
preferring a more independent (that is, Western) life. When her father’s death leaves the family financially strapped,
Nikki, a law school dropout, impulsively takes a job teaching a “creative writing” course at the community center in
the beating heart of London’s close-knit Punjabi community.

Because of a miscommunication, the proper Sikh widows who show up are expecting to learn basic English literacy,
not the art of short-story writing. When one of the widows finds a book of sexy stories in English and shares it with
the class, Nikki realizes that beneath their white dupattas, her students have a wealth of fantasies and memories.

Eager to liberate these modest women, she teaches them how to express their untold stories, unleashing creativity of the most
unexpected—and exciting—kind.

March Discussion
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May Discussion

PETER MAYLE

At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost everything. In the wake of her mother’s death, her family
scattered and her own marriage was soon destroyed. Four years later, with nothing more to lose, she made the
most impulsive decision of her life. With no experience or training, driven only by blind will, she would hike more
than a thousand miles of the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert through California and Oregon to
Washington State — and she would do it alone.

Ariadne, Princess of Crete, grows up greeting the dawn from her beautiful dancing floor and listening to her
nursemaid’s stories of gods and heroes. But beneath her golden palace echo the ever-present hoofbeats of her
brother, the Minotaur, a monster who demands blood sacrifice.
When Theseus, Prince of Athens, arrives to vanquish the beast, Ariadne sees in his green eyes not a threat but an
escape. Defying the gods, betraying her family and country, and risking everything for love, Ariadne helps Theseus
kill the Minotaur. But will Ariadne’s decision ensure her happy ending? And what of Phaedra, the beloved younger
sister she leaves behind?
Hypnotic, propulsive, and utterly transporting, Jennifer Saint’s Ariadne forges a new epic, one that puts the

of Greek mythology back at the heart of the story, as they strive for a better world.

In this witty and warm-hearted account, Peter Mayle tells what it is like to realize a long-cherished dream and
actually move into a 200-year-old stone farmhouse in the remote country of the Lubéron with his wife and two
large dogs. He endures January’s frosty mistral as it comes howling down the Rhone Valley, discovers the secrets
of goat racing through the middle of town, and delights in the glorious regional cuisine. A Year in Provence
transports us into all the earthy pleasures of Provengal life and lets us live vicariously at a tempo governed by
seasons, not by days.
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June Discussion

: The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply there, when yesterday it was not.
NIGHT Within the black-and-white striped canvas tents is an utterly unique experience full of breathtaking amazements. It is
CIRCUS called Le Cirque des Réves, and it is only open at night.

ERIN MORGENSTERN

But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway—a duel between two young magicians, Celia and Marco,
who have been trained since childhood expressly for this purpose by their mercurial instructors. Unbeknownst to
them, this is a game in which only one can be left standing, and the circus is but the stage for a remarkable battle of
imagination and will. Despite themselves, however, Celia and Marco tumble headfirst into love—a deep, magical
love that makes the lights flicker and the room grow warm whenever they so much as brush hands.

True love or not, the game must play out, and the fates of everyone involved, from the cast of extraordinary circus performers to the
patrons, hang in the balance, suspended as precariously as the daring acrobats overhead.

July Discussion

Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of white working-class Americans. The
disintegration of this group, a process that has been slowly occurring now for more than forty years, has been
reported with growing frequency and alarm, but has never before been written about as searingly from the inside.
J.D. Vance tells the true story of what a social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it hung
around your neck.

A deeply moving memoir with its share of humor and vividly colorful figures, Hillbilly Elegy is the story of how
upward mobility really feels. And it is an urgent and troubling meditation on the loss of the American dream for a
large segment of this country.

Hillbilly Elegy

August Discussion
On a bitter-cold day, in the December of his junior year at Harvard, Sam Masur exits a subway car and sees, amid
the hordes of people waiting on the platform, Sadie Green. He calls her name. For a moment, she pretends she
hasn’t heard him, but then, she turns, and a game begins: a legendary collaboration that will launch them to
stardom. These friends, intimates since childhood, borrow money, beg favors, and, before even graduating college,
they have created their first blockbuster, Ichigo. Overnight, the world is theirs. Not even twenty-five years old, Sam
= and Sadie are brilliant, successful, and rich, but these qualities won’t protect them from their own creative
- *\Q ambitions or the betrayals of their hearts.

September Discussion

Annawadi is a makeshift settlement in the shadow of luxury hotels near the Mumbai airport, and as India starts to
prosper, Annawadians are electric with hope. Abdul, a reflective and enterprising Muslim teenager, sees “a fortune
beyond counting” in the recyclable garbage that richer people throw away. Asha, a woman of formidable wit and deep
scars from a childhood in rural poverty, has identified an alternate route to the middle class: political corruption. With
a little luck, her sensitive, beautiful daughter — Annawadi’s “most-everything girl” — will soon become its first female
college graduate. And even the poorest Annawadians, like Kalu, a fifteen-year-old scrap-metal thief, believe

| themselves inching closer to the good lives and good times they call “the full enjoy.”

But then Abdul the garbage sorter is falsely accused in a shocking tragedy; terror and a global recession rock the city; and suppressed
tensions over religion, caste, sex, power and economic envy turn brutal. As the tenderest individual hopes intersect with the greatest
global truths, the true contours of a competitive age are revealed. And so, too, are the imaginations and courage of the people of
Annawadi.

With intelligence, humor, and deep insight into what connects human beings to one another in an era of tumultuous change, Behind
the Beautiful Forevers carries the reader headlong into one of the twenty-first century’s hidden worlds, and into the lives of people
impossible to forget.
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October Discussion

Anthony Peardew is the keeper of lost things. Forty years ago, he carelessly lost a keepsake from his beloved
fiancée, Therese. That very same day, she died unexpectedly. Brokenhearted, Anthony sought consolation in
rescuing lost objects—the things others have dropped, misplaced, or accidentally left behind—and writing stories
about them. Now, in the twilight of his life, Anthony worries that he has not fully discharged his duty to reconcile all
the lost things with their owners. As the end nears, he bequeaths his secret life’s mission to his unsuspecting
assistant, Laura, leaving her his house and all its lost treasures, including an irritable ghost.

November Discussion

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point out that there
is no such thing as an average woman. But it’s the early 1960s and her all-male team at Hastings Research Institute
takes a very unscientific view of equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, Nobel—prize
nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with—of all things—her mind. True chemistry results.

But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years later Elizabeth Zott finds herself not only a single
mother, but the reluctant star of America’s most beloved cooking show Supper at Six. Elizabeth’s unusual approach
to cooking (“combine one tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium chloride”) proves revolutionary. But as her
following grows, not everyone is happy. Because as it turns out, Elizabeth Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook.
She’s daring them to change the status quo.

December Discussion

& London, 1941. Amid the falling bombs Emmeline Lake dreams of becoming a fearless Lady War Correspondent.
Unfortunately, Emmy instead finds herself employed as a typist for the formidable Henrietta Bird, the renowned
agony aunt at Woman’s Friend magazine. Mrs. Bird refuses to read, let alone answer, letters containing any form
of Unpleasantness, and definitely not those from the lovelorn, grief-stricken or morally conflicted.

But the thought of these desperate women waiting for an answer at this most desperate of times becomes
impossible for Emmy to ignore. She decides she simply must help and secretly starts to write back — after all, what
harm could that possibly do?

January 2025 Discussion

It’s hard to describe David Sedaris to those who’ve never read him. Mixing autobiographical details with sharp
sarcasm and social commentary, Sedaris can probably best be described as a '90s version of brilliant humorist Jean
Shepherd (who did his own scathing take on the holiday season with the film A Christmas Story). Sedaris’ essays
and stories are at once hilarious, heartbreaking, and thought-provoking. His new anthology, Holidays on Ice,
collects three previously released stories and essays and offers three brand-new ones; all revolve around
Christmas. “Santaland Diaries,” which originally appeared in “Barrel Fever,” leads off the collection and may be
Sedaris’s best-known work. A laugh-out-loud-hysterical look at Sedaris’s experiences working as an elf in
Santaland in Macy’s, the story is a wickedly funny slicing-and-dicing of the holiday season and the good cheer that
supposedly accompanies it. His dark humor is exactly what you need when you’re getting sick of all the fuss about Christmas.
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